Should |
share my
apartment
with a cat?

A guide to apartment living for you and your cat.



CONTENTS:




Responsibility

Cats allow more freedom for their owners compared to dogs, as
cats can cope being left alone for longer periods. For example,

if you are going to be late home from work, and you can’t get
there in time to take them outside for their toileting, the dog may
not be able to wait any longer to go to the toilet and will have go
inside, whereas a cat will be yne and use their litter box.

If you are planning a trip there is no problem with having
someone stop by to check on and feed your cat at least once a
day, compared to a dog which would require at least two daily
stops or to be placed into a boarding kennel — which leads to
further expense.

The most common cat problems that are caused by boredom
and/or anxiety are missing the litter box, excessive meowing and
destructive scratching. They can be prevented if you meet your
cat’s mental and physical needs by providing some basic training,
having the correct equipment and toys or if you do work long
hours, maybe considering getting two kittens so that they can
keep each other company.




If you live in an apartment and are thinking
of getting a cat, the most important
considerations are:

Are any members of the household likely to
suffer an allergic reaction to a cat?

There is no such thing as a hypoallergenic cat; the
allergen is secreted through the skin and saliva,
not the cat’s hair. If you are unsure if anyone in the
household is allergic to cats, maybe visit a shelter
a few times to see if anyone has a reaction - keep
in mind that reactions may not occur until there
has been lengthy exposure to cats (several days or
weeks).

Considerations

Is the apartment “cat friendly”?

The biggest single risk of apartment living is that
the pet will fall from a balcony or jump through a
window. It is essential to ensure that patio doors
and all windows are secured against pet escape.
When taking your cat onto the balcony, ensure that
they are secure using a harness and lead or have
the balcony enclosed with cat run materials — never
leave your cat unattended on the balcony.

If you are renting, what laws are in place
regarding pet ownership?

Some landlords will accept a cat living in the
apartment that they are renting out. However
make sure you have written permission from this
authority to proceed before you get a cat.

Do you have children or do you have a lot of
visitors coming to the apartment?

Keep in mind when purchasing a cat the amount of
noise and activity that happens in the apartment.
A cat that is nervous and pighty in these situations
will spend all their time hiding and potentially
acquire behaviour problems including aggression,
a conydent more laid back cat would be more
suitable.



Considerations (cont.)

Do you want to own a vocal cat?

The yrst thing you should consider is whether you will

be able to handle having a vocal cat. Some cat breeds
(Siamese, Burmese, Oriental) can actually be quite noisy.
While many cat owners do not have a problem with

these vocal breeds, as they realize their cats are just
communicating with them, a loud cat can be a problem in
an apartment situation. Some quieter breeds are Persians,
British Shorthairs and most domestic moggies.

Do you want a long haired or a short haired breed?

People who don’t have a lot of time to devote to a pet
may want to consider a short haired breed. Although that
fuzzy ball of puff may look adorable right now, grooming
adult long haired cats can take up quite a lot of time. If
you neglect your cat’s coat, it can tangle and matt up at
an alarmingly fast rate, right down to their skin. Once
this happens, your only option is to have the cat shaved
completely, which will lead to further costs and the
possibility of having the cat sedated/anaesthetised.







